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Mahashweta Devi’s “Draupadi” as a
tool against Gender Violence

Suravi Gohain Duwarah

Mahashweta Devi was a writer and an activist. Her work

incc

“Draupadi” is the tale of a Santhali woman named Dopdi Mehjen,

who fights against the system and the systematic gender violence

and emerges victorious. Mahashweta Devi tells the story of this
tribal woman who is caught during a Naxal uprising, for fighting
for her rights and is brutally gang raped by the police officers who
catch her. The story shows how a patriarchal society sees abusing
a2 woman as the only way to break her soul and spirit and leave
her helpless. They rape her and leave her covered in blood. But
Dopdi refuses to be victimized. She gets up, gets rid of the clothes
put on her and marches naked to the Senanayak. Every man

srporated the plights of women and tribals. Her short story

standing there feels terrified of her bravery and nobody dares t©
touch her as she fumes in anger. She says that they could only rip
her clothes off, but they cannot make her put them back on.
Mahashweta Devi's Dopdi serves as the epitome of 8 woman’s
strength who refuses to stick to the boundaries and the limitatioss

NIg/9g ——m




HORIZON

A Bilingual Multidisciplinary Edited Volume
on Humanities and Social Science

- Editors- E = |

e ——E L.
— pe Dharjya Jyoti IPa(owad =
- - Hiranya Gogol =
T g= Dr. Suravi Gohain Duwarah ===
—— cmmt—"— =

—= -\;‘;:.:.:r~~— e e—

e e P o e —
e e e

i
9. Civil Socicty Domain in Assam With Reference
o0 All Assam Students Union and Phased Popularity Trend
1, Anti CAA Movement, Political Efficacy,
. Perception Reverie etc.)

Bary Fdifice, Identy
« Tricha Bharadway

10, Gender Discrimination in Contemporary Fictions
A Study of Fiction of R K. Narayan
* Binanda Boruah

in Nivedita Menon's

11, Reframing Gender Identit
Sccing Like a Feminist
* Madhusmita Konwar
12, Child Labour in Brick-Kiln: A Sociological Study
in Sivasagar District of Assam
+ Kashmin Saikia
Political Participation of Women: Assam Scenario
* Debinz Pamehgam
14, The Rights of Women under the Provision of Indian Constitution
Chandra Prova Devi Chahu
1S, Tribal Customary Law and Inheritance
Right of Women in Traditional Adi Society
» Oyi Tali & Dx. Krishnajyothi Nath
16. Traditional Religious Beliefs and Rituals Among
the Misings of Dhemaj District, Assam: A Brief Study
* Milosjyoti Borgohain
. Folidore of the Thengal Kacharis: Changes
=nd its Preservation (With special reference to the Festivals)
* Dr. Suravi Gohain Duwarah

1%. Folk Performing Ant of Assam, with Special Reference to Dance
* Utam Kumar Chutia
19 Chali Nas, A Female Dance Gesture used in
Sattriya Dance Tradition of Assam
* Bijumoni Gogoi
20. Agingand the Aged : An Appraisal
* Dr. Deepanjana Dutta Das
21. Astudy on Ahom revivalist movement,
* Krishna Hiloidari

Open Horizon

101

na

1ne

125

130

138

145

174

177

FOLKLORE OF ThE; THENGAr Kacuaris :

CHANGES AND ITs PRESERVATION
(\\11’“ SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE I‘T.S‘HVAIS)

Dr. Suravi Gol

in Duwarah*

Abstract

he term Folklore means a group of people and their life and culture.

Here the term life means the traditional way and pattern of life of a

particular group of people i.e. folk. The major divisions of folklore
are oral literature, social folkcustoms, performing art and material culture.In
this paper an attempt has been made to study the folklore of the Thengal
Kachari tribe of Assam with special reference to the festivals celebrated by
this ethnic group. Festivals and Celebrations are included in the social
folkcustom category of Folklore. In this paper an attempt has been made to
study the customs related to the celebration of the festivals of this tribe and
the changes in their customs. Discussion is also made regarding the factors
responsible for the changes and has suggested some measures for the
preservation and protection of these.

Keywords : Folklore, Festivals, Preservation, Protection.

Folklore and Folklife means the knowledge of a particular group of people
and their life. Here the term life means the way of their life, their culture, tradition,
customs,beliefs and pract, olklore is somewhat which is handed over from one
—_—

* Associate Professor, Department of English, Moridhal Colloge, Dhemaji, Assam.
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INTRODUCTION
Asm is 2 tand where POOPIS Vil oy oqgous SUUIC aN atitcy

Jve together. It COMPrises of tiforeny gagte, cOMMUNY and facey
g among altthese the Thengal Ky g o gmall Sthne 810up. The
S engal Katharis belong 10 the Gren Bgg grogp of he Mongloid fa
ne Dr. B, Das states. 'The Boros may g gvided into Ihe westem
group and the sastern group. The Rabha, ech, Gar0 are Some of s
e of the western group, while the Sonovial, Thengal, Jharue st
belong to the eastern group. (Das 2010:107)

Regarding the origin of the Thengal Kacharis there is very e
mention of this ethnic group. There are mytns, talas and legends vhich
speak about the origin of the "Kachatis. But if we ook into the historical
writings there is very litle information regarding the ‘Thengal Kacharis'
their earliest settiement and their migration. The history is also silent
about this. Some of the scholars and anthropologist have studied the
matier and hes stated their opinions regarding this.

Dr. Jogeswar Sorah writes, ‘There Is a saying that in the war of
1526 A.D. when tha Kachari king Khunikhura won the war against the
Ao king Suhungmung Dihingia, two Kacharl youth who were brave
and expert in megic and bow, namely Jangbahadur and Chakradhwaj
decided to establish two separate kingdam: They came with some Kachart
family and establishod a Kachari kingdom Wilh s capital at Kachamar
feld. Jangbahadur became the first kind 8nd then Chakradhwaj. Their
soldiers used o wear a trouser called 18193’ while they fought. They
wora thenga even in the time of peac®: This was the reason that the
king Jangbahadur and his subjects Wer® Caled as Thengal Kacharis'-
(Borah, 2013: 159). Presently the Then92! Kacharis are inhabitants of
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ribe having their rich culture ".;:f":ld:“-m is a small plain

wesiern group, while the Sonowal, Then
) . Jharua,
belong to the eastern group® (Das, 2vlo,p.1gs:|1. .

Thi:uibei;mydoumtheSomul i
Assam. Both the Thengal and Sonowal Kachaxn.:h:nn ;ﬁ:«:{
of the great Kachari race. Both these tribes are given the
status of Scheduled Tribe, but till now there s no mention of
lh_n s‘mlﬂ tribe in the Scheduled Tribe list of Assam. This
Il,be is mainly scattered in the districts of Jorhat, Golaghat,
Dibrugarh, Dhemaji and North Lakhimpur of Assam.

This small ethnic group inhabiting in several districts
of Assam have adopled the Assamese culture and tradition
10 a great extent. As a result of the process of acculturation
and assimilation with the greater Assamese society they are
in a process of transformation, The major factor behind this
is the impact of Neo-Vaishnavism and the influence of




